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Why are we doing this? 
• Because every human being to have ever lived has been formed in the ________ of _____. 

o Discriminating against a group of people because of the color of their skin 
____________ them and _________ the image of the Creator God within them. 

• The “______   ________” passages of Scripture are not limited to people who look like ourselves 
… believe like ourselves … have the same culture as ourselves. 

• Jesus prayed for all of His followers to be one, even as He and the Father are one. (John 17:20-
24) 

• Because God has reconciled us to Himself … He has also reconciled us to one another. 
o Ephesians 2:13–16 –– 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us 
both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing 
the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself 
one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to 
God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 

o Ephesians 3:8–11 –– 8 To me, the least of all the saints, was given this grace: to proclaim 
the good news of the fathomless riches of Christ to the Gentiles, 9 and to enlighten 
everyone as to what is the administration of the mystery hidden from the ages by God, 
who created all things, 10 in order that the many-sided wisdom of God might be made 
known now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places through the 
church, 11 according to the purpose of the ages which he carried out in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, 

• Because the people of God on _______ are to reflect the people of God in ________.  
o Rev. 7:9–10 –– 9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 

number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!”  

• Every human being shares the same ______ of God … the same means of ____________ … the 
same ________ . 

 
How are we going to go about it? –– Outline of our session 

• Present a biblical framework for our discussions and how to think about issues of race and 
justice. 

• Present some of the main secular perspectives on race and justice. 
• We’ll then offer some clear guidelines for how our facilitators and group members are asked to 

participate in the discussions. 
• Q & A 
• Prayer 

 
- Begin by defining some terms: 

• Racism is not a word found in any Bible translation I know of, but I am convinced that the 
Bible addresses the issue using different words. 

§ Miriam Webster: 1: a belief that race is the primary determinant of human traits 
and capacities and that racial differences produce an inherent superiority of a 
particular race. 

• Biblically we could replace “___________” for “race”  
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§ Platt: Racism: a system in which race (skin color) dramatically affects people’s 
economic, political, and social experiences … a system in which race is significant 
enough to be regularly acknowledged and mentioned. 

- Justice and Righteousness –– same word in Hebrew and the Greek translation of the Hebrew  
• There is no justice without righteousness … We cannot consider someone ___________ who 

participates in _____________. 
- A brief overview of what the Bible describes and defines as justice. 

1. Biblical justice claims that individuals have a responsibility to the ______________ to ________ 
their wealth.  

§ God commanded farmers to leave some of their olives, grapes, wheat, or whatever 
they were growing in the fields so that the _____ could ________ them. –– Deut 
24:19–21 

• Keller – “Because God owns all your wealth (you are just a steward of it), the community has 
some claim on it. Nevertheless, this view of property does not fit well with either a capitalist 
or a socialist economy.”  

§ Scripturally, we only talk of private ownership with certain stipulations … Everything 
we say we “own” actually is owned by God and He has the right to tell people how 
He wants them to steward His resources.  

• Private property was never to be confiscated, but it was understood that 
God had a claim on that property for others. If you had more than you 
needed, you were to generously share with those who had need.  

2. Biblical justice called for everyone to be treated equally and with dignity. 
• The Lord is, literally, “no respecter of persons.” (Deuteronomy 10:17; Acts 10:34; 

Romans 2:11; Ephesians 6:9) 
• Leviticus 19:13 and Deuteronomy 24:14-15 speak of ________ wages.  
• Amos 6:5-6 speaks of “__________ scales, selling even the sweepings with the wheat.”  

§ People were cutting corners and providing inferior products in order to make more 
money rather than serving customers … that was injustice. 

3. Biblical justice sometimes held the larger community _____________ for the sins of ________ 
individuals. There was a collective pronouncement of guilt and a collective reckoning. 
• In 2 Samuel 21, God holds Israel responsible for injustice done to the Gibeonites by King 

Saul, even though Saul had already ________.  
• In Joshua 7 and Numbers 16, God holds whole families responsible for the sin of _______ 

member.  
• In 1 Samuel 15:2 and Deuteronomy 23:3-8, God holds members of the current generation of 

a pagan nation responsible for the sins committed by their ___________ many generations 
before.  

• Psalm 19:13 calls us to repent of our ________ sins, but verse 12 asks, “Who can discern 
their own errors” and pleased, “Forgive my hidden faults,” reminding us that we can be 
_________ to our faults and sins.  

4. Individuals are responsible for their sins but not for the ___________ of their lives. 
• Poverty for example, can be brought on by _________ failure (Proverbs 6:6-7; 23:21),  

_______________ factors such as famine or plague, or sheer ___________ (Proverbs 13:23; 
cf. Exodus 22:21-27). We are not in complete control of our life outcomes. 

5. God’s people are told they must _________ up for the poor and the marginalized who do not 
have power to speak up for themselves. 
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- These 5 points, rooted in OT Scripture, provide a framework for understanding God’s 
perspective on justice.   

o Keller suggests, “large swaths of the church still do not see ‘doing justice’ as part of their 
calling as individual believers. Younger Christians see that their parents’ and 
grandparents’ generations have not done a good job of doing justice. Having not seen 
biblical justice taught and modeled for them, these younger folks often take up one of 
the secular approaches to justice.” 

 

 
- The Libertarian view of justice 

• Justice is framed on a few rights focusing on personal _____________: 
§ The right to not be harmed 
§ An absolute right to private property if fairly earned 
§ The rights of free speech  
§ The right of free association 

• To guard those rights, you need: 
§ Small government with low taxes 
§ Large government would levy higher taxes which would interfere with the right to 

private property 
§ Large government would be more prone to regulate speech, thought, and 

association which would endanger those core rights. 
§ An unregulated free-market is needed to protect these rights 

- This highly individualistic secular theory of justice elevates the individual to the position of ___ 
… every individual is ruler of his/her life. 
• The idea of private ownership is found in Scripture. However, the idea of being God’s 

stewards, since He ultimately owns us and our stuff, is lost.  
§ God as regulator is replaced with the invisible hand of the free market which too 

often is energized by the sin of greed.  
• Since every person is master of his/her own life …how a person’s life turns out depends on 

personal effort, choice, and responsibility. 
§ This differs from point 4 above. 

• Libertarianism downplays the role of collective social forces and structural evil.  
§ Everything boils down to individual responsibility and effort. There is no room for 

grace and God’s providence as libertarianism. 
• Rather than advocating for the poor and oppressed as in point 5 above, the marginalized are 

largely left to fend for themselves  
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o At the risk of overgeneralizing, if white evangelical Christians fall for a particular secular 
framework of justice, I see them most prone to fall into the Libertarian view.  

- Liberalism is second philosophy in our graphic.  
• Where the Libertarian approach views justice in terms of personal freedom, Liberalism 

understands justice more in terms of __________ for everyone.  
• Liberals argue that it is only fair that all members of society should be guaranteed ________ 

rights such as rights to education, medical care, livable wages, safe housing, and other 
economic rights the Libertarians label as _____________ rather than rights. 

- A third approach to justice is known as Utilitarianism (Chart)––Justice is defined as what offers 
the greatest good or greatest happiness to the greatest number of people. 

- The fourth secular approach in our graphic is the Postmodern.  
o Rooted in the writings of Karl Marx and what is known as Critical Theory, this view 

defines justice as giving power to those that did not have it.  
§ According to Critical Theory, the ___________ are the poor and oppressed. 

Those in power are ____ because they use their power to develop systems that 
help them stay in power while oppressing others. 

- The solution calls for a _____________ in which the oppressed unite to overturn the unjust 
structures established and maintained by those in power.  

o Postmodern Critical Theory ultimately calls for the oppressors to trade places with the 
oppressed.  

- Critical Theory shares God’s and ____________ concern for the poor and the oppressed. It sees 
the structural and corporate injustices that the Bible says are sinful and calls for sharing of 
resources –– not all bad.  

- Each of the secular justice theories draws something from the model of biblical justice while 
leaving out other points. The most important omission is God Himself. 

o Freedom, fairness, happiness, and power become insufficient substitutes for our Creator 
God and offer insufficient solutions for humanity.  

- As followers of Jesus, we do not have the option to pick and choose which points of biblical 
justice we will pursue at the expense of the others. 
 
 

 
 

 
 


