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WELCOME!
Biblical Conversations About Race Orientation



Why are we doing this?

Because every human being to have ever lived 
has been formed in the image of God.

“And he made from one man every nation (ethnos) of mankind to 
live on the face of the earth.” –– Acts 17:26 



Why are we doing this?

Discriminating against a group of people because of the
color of their skin dehumanizes them and devalues the image 
of the Creator God within them.



Why are we doing this?

The “one another” passages of Scripture are not limited to 
people who look like ourselves … believe like ourselves … have 
the same culture as ourselves.



Why are we doing this?

Jesus prayed for all of His followers to be one even as He 
and the Father are one – John 17:20-24



Why are we doing this?

Because when God reconciled us to Himself … He has also 
reconciled us to one another.



Why are we doing this?

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace,
who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the
dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments 

expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man 
in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both 
to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. ––
Ephesians 2:13–16



Why are we doing this?

8 To me, the least of all the saints, was given this
grace: to proclaim the good news of the fathomless riches of Christ 
to the Gentiles, 9 and to enlighten everyone as to what is the 
administration of the mystery hidden from the ages by God, who 
created all things, 10 in order that the many-sided wisdom of God 
might be made known now to the rulers and the authorities in the
heavenly places through the church, 11 according to the purpose of 

the ages which he carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,
–– Ephesians 3:8–11 



Why are we doing this?

Because the people of God on earth are to reflect the people 
of God in heaven. 



Why are we doing this?

9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples 
and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and 
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” –– Rev 7:9–10



Why are we doing this?

Every human being shares the same ______ of God … the same 
means of ____________ … the same ________ .



What is racism?

Miriam Webster: 1: a belief that race is the primary
determinant of human traits and capacities and that racial 
differences produce an inherent superiority of a particular race.

Biblically, we could replace ethnicity for race.



What is racism?

Racism: a system in which race (skin color) dramatically affects 
people’s economic, political, and social experiences … a system 
in which race is significant enough to be regularly acknowledged 
and mentioned. –– David Platt



What is justice?

Justice and Righteousness are so connected in the Bible that the same 
Hebrew translates both concepts. (Also the same Greek word)

There is no justice without righteousness … We cannot consider 
someone righteous who participates in injustice.



A Biblical Framework for Justice

1. Biblical justice claims that individuals have a responsibility to the 
community to share their wealth.

God commanded farmers to leave some of their olives, grapes, wheat, 
or whatever they were growing in the fields so that the _____ could
________ them. ––



A Biblical Framework for Justice

2. Biblical justice calls for everyone to be treated equally and with 
dignity. 

The Lord is literally “no respecter of persons” (Deut 10:17; 
Acts 10:34; Rom 2:11; Eph 6:9)



A Biblical Framework for Justice

• Lev 24:22 commanded God’s people to treat the foreign sojourner

the same as they would someone who was native-born.

• Leviticus 19:13 and Deuteronomy 24:14-15 speak of unfair wages. 

• Amos 6:5-6 speaks of “unjust scales, selling even the sweepings 

with the wheat.” 



A Biblical Framework for Justice

3. Biblical justice sometimes held the larger community responsible
for the sins of others. There was a collective pronouncement 
of guilt and a collective reckoning.

In 2 Samuel 21, God holds Israel responsible for injustice done to 
the Gibeonites by King Saul, even though Saul had already died.



A Biblical Framework for Justice

In Joshua 7 and Numbers 16, God holds whole families responsible 
for the sin of one member. 

In 1 Samuel 15:2 and Deuteronomy 23:3-8, God holds members of 
the current generation of a pagan nation responsible for the sins 
committed by their ancestors many generations before. 



A Biblical Framework for Justice

Psalm 19:13 calls us to repent of our willful sins, but verse 12 asks, 
“Who can discern their own errors” and pleased, “Forgive my
hidden faults,” reminding us that we can be blind to our faults 
and sins. 



A Biblical Framework for Justice

4. Individuals are responsible for their sins but not for the outcomes
of their lives.

Poverty for example, can be brought on by personal failure 
(Proverbs 6:6-7; 23:21), environmental factors such as famine or 
plague, or sheer injustice (Proverbs 13:23; cf. Exodus 22:21-27). 

We are not in complete control of our life outcomes. 



A Biblical Framework for Justice

Keller – “The reality of corporate sin does not swallow up 
individual moral responsibility, nor does individual responsibility
disprove the reality of corporate evil. To deny (or largely deny) 
either is to adopt one of the secular views of justice rather than 
a biblical one.”



A Biblical Framework for Justice

5. God’s people are told they must speak up for the poor and the 
marginalized who do not have power to speak up for themselves.

Proverbs 31:8-9 says “speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves…Defend the rights of the poor and needy.” 

Jeremiah 22:3 says “Protect the person who is being cheated from 
the one who is mistreating… foreigners, orphans, or widows…”



A Biblical Framework for Justice

Keller suggests, “large swaths of the church still do not see 
‘doing justice’ as part of their calling as individual believers. 
Younger Christians see that their parents’ and grandparents’ 
generations have not done a good job of doing justice. Having 
not seen biblical justice taught and modeled for them, these 
younger folks often take up one of the secular approaches to
justice.”



A Biblical Framework for Justice



A Libertarian Framework for Justice

• Justice is framed on a few rights focusing on personal 
freedoms:

§The right to not be harmed
§An absolute right to private property if fairly earned
§The right of free speech 
§The right of free association



A Libertarian Framework for Justice

This highly individualistic secular theory of justice elevates the 
individual to the position of God … every individual is ruler of 
his/her life.



A Liberal Framework for Justice

Where the Libertarian approach views justice in terms of 
personal freedom, Liberalism understands justice more in terms 
of fairness for everyone. 

Liberals argue that it is only fair that all members of society 
should be guaranteed human rights such as rights to education, 
medical care, livable wages, safe housing, and other economic 
rights the Libertarians label as entitlements rather than rights.



A Utilitarian Framework for Justice

Justice is defined as what offers the greatest good or greatest 
happiness to the greatest number of people.

The Utilitarian approach naively assumes that the majority will 
always come up with the right and just answer. 



A Postmodern Framework for Justice

Rooted in the writings of Karl Marx and what is known as Critical 
Theory, this view defines justice as giving power to those who 
did not have it. 

According to Critical Theory, the righteous are the poor and 
oppressed. Those in power are evil because they use their power 
to develop systems that help them stay in power while 
oppressing others.



A Postmodern Framework for Justice

The solution calls for a revolution in which the oppressed unite to 
overturn the unjust structures established and maintained by those 
in power.

Postmodern Critical Theory ultimately calls for the oppressors
to trade places with the oppressed. 



A Postmodern Framework for Justice

Critical Theory shares God’s and Scripture’s concern for the poor 
and the oppressed. It sees the structural and corporate injustices 
that the Bible says are sinful and it calls for sharing of resources ––
not all bad. 



Conclusions

1. Each of the secular justice theories draws something from the 
model of biblical justice while leaving out other points. The most 
important omission is God Himself.

2. As followers of Jesus, we do not have the option to pick and 
choose which points of biblical justice we will pursue at the 
expense of the others.


